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Since the invasion of Poland and Finland by the Soviets the question

of what does and what does mnot comstitute 2 sodial revolution has a-
gain become an important disputed question. In the recent Spanish
Civil War, to take a recent example of this dispute, the POUK and the
Anarchiste stated that a socizl revolution had taken place in Spain,
even though the bourgeois state still existed, For many Socialists
the accession of Bocialist Ministers to the head of the bourgeois
state constitutes a social revolution. The so-called ‘orkers and Pea-
sants govermment in Finland is considered a new form of society, or
at least a transition to a new - Sccialist - form,

- Bver since Stalinism rose to power in the Soviet Union many ultra-

lefts, who admit that a social-revolution took place in Russia in
October, 1917, that a new - a working class - society was born, never-
theless insist that capitelism now exists in the Soviet Union., Vhen
and how the transformation (social revolution) back to capitalism took
place these neople are at a loss to says, ¥To what looks on the sur-
face as a "truly radical" concept ends up, upon analysis, merely as
the 0ld Social~-Democratic reformist theory that a social revolution
can take place peacefully, without the emashing of the old social
forms and withcut the need for armed insurrection.

In an effort to justify their invasion of Poland ancd Finland, the
Stalinites today resort to just the oprosite argument - an argument.
equally false -~ that the ® cial revolution in the present epoch can
take place without the mass upsurge of the population, esvecially
the proletariat; that the revolution can be "imposed" by purely mil-
itary and administrative methods,

The invasion of Poland end its incorporation- into the U.S.S.R., it

is true, brought in its train a fundamental overturn of the property
relations of the occupied area. This transformation of the basic
relations - social revolution - was accomplished in spite of Stalinism,
by virtue of the sheer weight of Soviet economy bearing down upon &
small, economically backward and undeveloped neighbor, Stelinism,
however, has performed the function of throttling the furtaer devel-
opment of the revolutionary consciousness and indenendent clizgs act-
ivity of the masses, as well as the further development of the eco-
nomy towards socialism, ' .

Sad to say, many people are falling er the Stalinite arguments. 0ld
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Third Period Stalinites have become re~imbued with the Stalin virus,
They think Stalinism has given up its support of *"democratic! capita-
list countries and is now for the proletarian revolution,

The matter doesn't rest here, either, The Trotskyites have again
brought forth their theory of the dual role of Stalinism: that it pl-
ays at one and the same time both a reactionary and a progressive role.
The obvious conclusion from this position is that despite all the
crimes of Stalinism, it must now be supported by material aid. The vi-
triolic anti-Stalinism of the Trotskyites thus ends up as a pale left
cover for St-lin ~nd company.

,'II“

Befor8 onnlyzing the concrete developments it is first necesscry to
define terms., Whot do we me~n by the term "Soci~l Revolution'?

Generclly specking the term is used in two different senses, in the
histo ric¢ cnd in the immedinte sense, A soci-l revolution is histo~
rically complete when the new class hns obtoined hegemony over the
decigive parts of the world economy cnd politicol structure, by dis-
placing the previous mode of production; and ccn now develop progress-—
ively beyond the former economic level,

Specificrlly in relotion to our socicl (proletori~n) revolution, this
me~ns the extension of the revolution to more thon one acdvonced cop-
italist notions, ond the proletorion control of the decisive part of
world economy. Upon this base, the world division of lcobor and the
porticipoation of the masses toward the reconstruction of society, the
Soviets will be cble to surpcoss the level of copitalist development
'in every cspect, ond the process of the withering cwry of the state
‘gets into full swing. :

From the stondpoint of a socicl revolution in the "immediate!" sense,
we refer to the overthrow of the exploiters in one country ond the
successful seizure ond holding of power by the working class.

Let us consider the dynomics of a social (proletarisn) revolution from
-the cbove immedinte cspects.

A - The first phose is the development of the revolutionary
situction, :

B~ The second phaose of the revolution is the further develop-
ment of mass action agoinst the exploiters, where the working class
instruments for the struggle (Soviets ond their organs of force, etc.)
are developed ond Duzl Power exists,

C - The third phase is the armed conflict between the rising
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Dual Power -nd the evploiters! st~te, and the estgblishment of the
Dictotorship of the Proletcrint., (Mote: Dictotorship of the Proleta-
riat includes workers control, economy, politicsl, socicl, ns well ca
militcery ospects.)

This, however, does not exhaust the matter, Since the proletarion
revol ution is WORLD-WIDE IN CHARACTZR, ond since o successful revo-
lution in one or another country is merely OMNE STAGE of the World Re-
volution, there are meny stages which may fluctucte from the norm in
one or two or cll the frctors emumercted cbove., H-istory, cnd espe-
cially socicl revolution, is not z blueprint that con be mopped out
ond nredicted with divine infnllibility.  What is importont is to lay
down the DECISIVE ASPERCTS of the process,

But os Marxists we cen not answer the frlse theory of Stcolinism that a
social revolution con be completed without the moss initiative of the
working class, by swinging to the opposite extreme of denying that 2
gocinl revolution CAN BE STARTED without such mrss initi-~tive -nd pure-
ly as o subordincte strategical move in the drive for WORLD revolution,

HUNGARY, POLAND, FINLAND

In 1919, for instance, in the Hungarion revolution, when world imper-
ialism orgonized o blockade arcund this small country, the Red Army
invaded Rumcnia - even though there wos no revolution in process in
that country - in zn attempt to breck this blockade and save centra

Burope for the revolution,

In 1920, in on attempt to make contact with the Germon working claoss
cnd 1 end the oid of the Red Army to the conquest of power in this
stronghold of world capitclism, the Soviet Union invaded Polcnd, again
even though no socinl revolution was in process in thot country, even
though the masses were not in revolutionary mnss action cgoinst capita-
lism, (Both countries were part of the former Czorist Empire), .

Or tcke still s third instance, Whole sections of Russia, bockward
sections without any industrial proletariat, were incorporcated by the

Bolsheviks into the Soviet Union merely by %he use of armed revolution-
ary forte, The incorporation was necessary for strditegic ond economice

rensonS,e -

In 2l 1 such instonces enumercted cbove, these steps were merely aux-
illaries to the much brosder and much more important social revolu-
tion in Russia ond the attempt to extend it to highly-developed Ger-
many. It would be folse to conclude from these coses of the exten~
sion of the revolution to b-ckword sections or as bridges toword
Germeny, etc., that power con be seized without the use of revolution-
ary MASé cction as a general rulejy it would be false to conclude (as
did the Stalinites in the 3rd Period) that the revolution can be made
by a PARTY, by ultimctums to the class, or in 1939, that a revolution-
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ary Marxian Party is not needed as a guide to mass action, etc. The
idea that revolution can be spren~d to importont industrial countries
like Germany, the U.S., Britcin, etc, without the use of revclutionory
mass action of the workers in thnt country, without involving the
whole people, is o ceriminnl revision of Marxism,

In estimating, therefore, an act of armed invasion by the Red Army it
is first necessory to examine the axis of this invasion, the role this
act plays within the world strategy of proletarian revolution,

- 11 -

What is the world strategy of Stalinism today? Most assuredly it is
not a strategy of world revolutionj such 2 strategy by Stolinism is
thoroughly excluded, Having yesterdry subordinated the policy of the
Comintern to the imperialist needs of the "democratic" capitalist
powers, Stolinism todoy is subordinated to the interests and the
power politics of German imperialism,

In return for a specious promise (non-cggression pact) by German Imp-
erialism, in return for a short respite, Stolinism is doing yeomon's
work in supplying or loying the base for many needs of Germon Imperia-
lism, The important material aid by the Soviet Union to Germany is
well known,

Bvery section of the Communist Internctional is busy on a campaign of
ipeace” - PEACE ON THE BASIS OF THE IMPERIALIST CONQUESTS OF HITLER IN
POLA¥D, Molotov in his speeches denounces England and France as the
aggressors and Germany is now a "peace-lover'., "Germany", said that
sterling Stolinist, Molotov, "is in the position of a state thot is
striving for the earliest termination of the war and for peace, while
Britain and France,.., are in favor 6f continuing the war and are opp-
osed to the conclusion of -“peace..i. '"the roles, os you see, are

- changing",

In Fronee and England Stoliniem is agitating fer "pecce', even for
defeatismy, but it is a defeatism that is not revolutionoary, but reac-
tionary, a DEZFEATISM WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF CAPITALIST PROPERTY RE-
LATIONS; merely for the overthrow of the present copitalist govern-
ment and its replocement with a Germanophile government, tolerant of
Stolinism, This is the some kind of "peace'" and the some kind of
"defeatism” thot the 2nd International is agitating for in Germaony
and Russia, the some kind of "peace® and "defeatism!" that was advo-
cated by the Pole Pilsudski for his own ¢tountry in the last World
War while he fought in the Austrian Army, It is purely a bourgeois -
"peace' Stelin wonits, a peace thot will serve his new foreign master,

The militory steps by Stolinism aimed to save its own hide from the
tightening ring of capitclism aided Hitler no little in hisown con~
quest of Poland., It cut the rear off from the Polish army, In the
Russo~-Finnish wor Germeony is playing a dusl role, using both sides
as Grect Britain d&d in Spoin, for instance, Th2 war iteelf is part
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of o much brocder scheme of new divisions of spheres of influence
and conquest in Sweden, Rumnnia, etc, :

The cgitation by Stclinism in Afghonisten, India ond other places,
likewise hnve the some purpose, It is no% excluded that Stolinism
will invade Afghoniston in the neor future, Stolinite cgents are u-
tilizing the revolutionary developments in Indic cgeoinst the inter-
ests of the masses and merely for the Stolinist re-ctionary ends,
These are attempts only to dispupt the British Empire, WITHIN TiE
FRAIEVORK OF CAPITALIST PROPZRTY AELATIONS, ond as an ALLY of German
Impericlism, The line of Btclinisem in Indio is not for a SOCIAL reve
olution., PFor while Stcolinism can gtir uo unrest os & German ally,
its main line continues to be to stem socicl revolutions in the colo-
nies.

The world policy of Stolinism is thus one that is subordinated to the
interests of Germon Imperialism, Viewed within this framework, the
invasion of Finland, the invasion of Poland were recctiomnry steps
by Stalinism: ’

. a~ They were made in concert md in suberdinastion to Germon Im-
perialism; ond

b= the revolutionary initistive of the masses was not only not
involved, but, as in Polond, vwhere independent working class action
did manifest itself Stclinism immedictely beheaded it.

The present invasion of Poloné and the invasion of Poland in 1920 are
diometrically oppoeitey that latter has os its axis the extension of
the proletaricn revolu%ion, the former, cid to Germon Imperialism in
an Imperialist Wor. ‘ :

- III ~

But if the role of Stolinism is completely reactionery, there is

also a nother factor in the invasions ~ the nationnlized property
relations of the Workers Stote (warped though the State may be) -
which is more decisive, .. __.-—

Consider an onclogys A trade union domiroted by recctionary boss a-
gentyg goes out on strike, One defends the strike as progressive in
spite of the recctionary ROLE of the leadership., The defense of the
strike demonds a strugele agoinst the boss! agents aos well as the

boss.

Another excmples The workers in the union are demonding higher wages.
In order to stop the unorgeonized workers from forming enother union
with 2 class struggle ?olicy the burocrets may be forced to fight for
higher wages too. Letl's assume that a victory is gained. This viec-
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tory will be DESPITZ the role of the burocrats. In fact the buro-
crats.really ARREST ANY FURTHCR DEVLLOPIENT OF TH:D STRUGGLE, The vic-
tory is the result of the pressure of the working class, The burocracy
plays a REACTIONARY ROLE,

Consider now the invasion of Poland, the expropriation of the large
landovners and capitclists, and the nationclization of industry. ‘Ves
this accomplished because or desnite Staliniem?

The base of the Stalinist burocracy is its usurped power resting on
the October property relationships, Its power rests or depends on
maintaining the equilibrium between the pressure of world imperialism
and the newly arisen bourgeois elements inside Russia, on the one
hand; and the greatly weakened proleteriat, on the other, It is a
Bonapartist force (which Engels referred to in the last century as
that power which, although it rests unon the proverty relations of the
given society is able to exist "above classes" for a certein period).
A strenghtening of either class force to the point where it could ei-
ther strike out for a capitalist counter-revolution, or for a politi-
ctal revolution to reestablish workers' democracy, would mean doom for
Stalinism, Stalinism must TRY therefore to keep both forces, the
bourgeois elements and the proletoariat, at their present level of
strength (weakness), (Despite these efforts, however, we rust note
that the bourgeois force is growing rapidly: The invasion of Poland
riflﬁcted the pressure of this bourgeois force and of German Imperia-
lism). ’

The establishment of capitalist property relations in the conquered
sections of Poland (as Germany end the capitelist elements within
Russia, no doubt fought for) would have still more strengthened the
capitelist stratum, On the other hand, giving free exvression and
aiding the revolutionary instincts of the Polish masses, instincis
which were in ferment particularly as a result of the militery de-
feats, would have meant the establishment in the Russian conquered
section of Polend of a healthy Workers State based on Workerd Democra-
cy. This would have strengthened the proleteriat and acted as the
base for & political revolution ageinst Stalinism,

Caught in this vise, Stalinism could not go so far as to permit capi-
talist property relations to continue in Poland, It introduced tran-
sition economy, But it made sure that this social revolution (in the
limited sense) was IMITIDIATELY ARTESTED AND JARPED, so that at its very
- outset it stands at the brink of capitalist restoration, :

Becouse Stelinlem is a reactionary force in the labor movement and
now functions under the #itler-Stalin Pact, its methods of "defending"
the Soviets (read Stalinism) instead of releasing the energy of the
masses agrinst the imperialist war(Polish, Finnish invesious, ete,)
really throttles and arrests the development - discerients and demora-
lizes the masses, Thct is the case with 21l class struggles where
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react ionaries have usurped power, Insofar as the socialist mode of
production is extended DESPIT! STALINISM, the wer of the SOVIZT UNION
versus Poland has its revolutionary character, and revolutionists even
though they condemn the conquests on the Stalinite policy, must deferd
the new property relations, and the new territory which is now a part
of the Soviet Union, :

Judged in its totality, however, the invosion of Poland and now of
Finland, does not aid in the Defense of the Soviet Union, but hinders

~it., Vhatever is gained in the military and economic aspects of these

backward sections, it is lost 100 times over in the sphere of prole-
tarian class interest,

The invasions:

1- Aid and strengthen one group of imperislists (Germany) agcinst
another, and further the Imperialist war moves of this group.

2- CTheck any manifestotions of independent working class action,

3~ Demoralize the world proletariat still further, Stalinism
cannot lead a succescsful revolution. It can only behead developing
revolutions,

In this way, the proletariot, the only real ally of the Soviet Union
is weakened. The situation of theBoviets becomes ever more precari-
ous., The world revolution becomes more difficult and the struggle of
the imperialists in the war and against theS.U. more simple, That is
the reactionary role that Stalinism playsy a role which simplifies
not only th% overthrow of the Octobér proverty relations but of Stal-
inism itsclf, _

- IV -

Those who can not distinguish between the dual and contradictory role
of Stalinism, on the one hand, 2nd the Workers-State (though werped)
on the other hand, in the present war, will never‘be able to analyze
the developments of the wer, As time goes on theéy rmust either fall
into the position of advocating defeatism for the Soviet Union des-
pite its trangition economy (as do such people as Shachtman, Burnhcm,
of the Trotckyites, Stamm, Blackwell, and many others), or of supn-
orting Stalinism itself, either directly (as do the Stalinites and
their fellow travelers), or indirectly (as do the official Trotsky-
ites and many others),
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The road to the new World War led over the defeats of the
proletariat, November 1918, extolled by the reformists as & victo-
ry of the workers, in reality only developed new methods for under-
mining the proletariat and its revolution, The preservation of ca-
pitalism by the defense of bourgeois democracy ovnened the road to
power for fascism, The ultra-~left tactics of the Comintern not only
laid no obstacles in its way, but also made it clear that it prefers: op
red open fascism, A revolutionary Marxian party would have let the -
proletariat in opposition and possibly to victory,

The rise of National Socialism in Germany accelerated the
war prenarations, Only the existence on the one hand of a counter-
revolutionary bureaucracy in the Soviet Union and the defeats of
the international proletariat, closely commected with the former -
in the last instance, of the épanish proletariat - allowed the im-
perialists to begin the second ifiperialist:war, disreghrding .the
sharpened social contradictions between capitai and labor,

If it was the defeats of the proletariat which led to the
imperialist war, then only its victory can bring about a real peace. '

Yes, peace and the final removal of fascism will become
more and more the desires of the German toiling masses, We German~™
revolutionists must tell them even today that neither the ons ucr
the other is possible without the destruction of canitalism in all To
its forms of dominationy by means of revolutionary prorszganda and | :
action we must spread ciarity on this even today, so that tomorrow, ~
when the masses are set in motion, we may, together with them, pre-~ >
venl a new November, a new enslavement to capitalism, "We chall here
pose several burning problems ©Ff the Geimen revolution.

REVOLUTION ANDWAR

The fate of the world was fought out in Bpain, The vice
tory of the proletariat would have ended the dowvnward curve of
defeats, begun a new international revolutionsry upsurge of the
proletariat, halted the further decay of the Soviet Union and pre-

vented the imperialist war by the bursting asunder of the class
contradictions. ’
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Defeated on the barricedes as soldiers of the revolution,
now the nroletarians stand facing each other again in the imperialist
rifle-pits, as slaves of their imperialist despoilers, The defeat
is a double one: the defeat of the revolutionary army and the un-
heard of confusion of the international proletariat, The parties
which led the Spanish revolution to its defeat - from the reformists
through the centrists ~ have experienced a further devalcpment to the
right under the pressure of this event, After the throttling of the
Spanish revolution, the outbreak of the war demonstrated anew what
great service they were accomplisghingfor cepitalism,

The fate of the German revolution is now completely bound
up with the second imperialist world war,

The inter-relationsh%gs of imperiaglist war and proletarian
revolution are very close, Both have thér roots in the fundamental
contradiction between the develovment of the productw e forces and
the property relations and national boundaries, But while the imper-
ialist war occurs merely to shift the national boundaries in accord-
ance with the new relationship of imperialist forces,and to maintain
those property relations which, despitet he encrmous possibilities of
production, condemmn the great majority of the workers of the world

to hunger and need; by the exprovriation of the means of production
the proletarian revolution smashes these property relations and re-
moves national boundaries by spreading them through the setiting up of
the United Soviet States of the world, Obviously we are here dealing
with Ta ces moving in opposite directions. Imperialist warand prole-
tarian revolutionare opnosites, which negate one another, An automa-
tic transformation of the imperialist war into a "revolutionary" '"pro-
gressive" war, etc., by the "conquest of the general staff", etc., as
has been proposed by the social=patricts of various shades, even eX-
tending to the cemtrist camp, is an impossible contradiction by the
nature of society, and it is based primarily on ignorance of the
Marxian theory of the state - the fact that a capitalist state can-
not become a revolutionary state, a workers! state, by & "labor res

- gime'", i.,e,4 by the regime of the reformists, tut can only become a

factor in the struggle against the interests of the working class.

But all things, all processes, all existence bears within
its development its contradictions and‘%herefbre, ultimately, the
factors of its own negation, The imperialist war also prepares the
conditions for its termination: the insoluble contradictions .of ca=-
pitalism are not solved by the imperialist war, Mt are sharpened a
thousand fold., Hunger, poverty, need and the horrors of the rifle-
pit change the spirit of the army of millions of the expropriated,
ggo who, armed by their oppressors today, will struggle against them
mMoTTOW,

The task of the revolutionary vanguard is the hastening &f
this process, the transpormation of the imperialist war into ecivil
war, '
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The achievement of civil war - the revolution in phe midst of imgeria~
list war - is possible only by propaganca, agitation and action in all
imperialist lands for the defeat of our "own" state, i.e., the governs
ment and its armed forces,

This is the vprecondition for the German, as well as the worl
wide proletarian revolution,

In order to stop the developing 'civil war, the blood-dren~ *
ched bourgeoisie will suddenly become peace-lgving and'will try to over :
look the imperialist contradictions so that it can unite against the 3

revolutionary tide,. At that moment when the civil war begins, it
cries for "Peace®l" :

The historic significance of
MOVZIIRER 1918

lies in the fact that it brought peace in nlace of the civil war in
which the proletariat were ready to fight with all their energies;
thanks to the SP leadership of the bourgeoisie, when the latter estab-
lished its democratic form of oppression, it offered class peace in-
stead of class war, v

A short review of the circumstances is quite instructive.

Under the influence of the Russian events the internal, ever-
growing contradictions had to develop more and more rapidly to an ex~
plosion, The year 1917 brought the first great unrest to the fleet,
and the first democratically elected represetative organ of the sail-

ors: the lanagement Committees, BStrikes hadtaken place even earlier,
as for example a protest strike of 80,000 workers on the day of Liebk-

- necht's trialj but now for the first time these movements were assuming
a real mass character,

The military dictatorship succeeded in crushing these revo-

Iutionary movements, but the October Revolution, as well as the ensu-
ing discussions on the Brest~Litovsk treaty were new fuel to the masses.

They were taught by their own need and the revolutionary Russian example,

The Jamary strike in Austria and CGermany for the first time created W
Workers! Councils., These are the working class organs of struggle.,
Within them the Spartakists, their revolutionary supporters and the
left wing of the USPD fought for the spreading of the strikes, while
Social~-Democracy fought for their throttling., In the revolutlionary
sheet~-lightning of January the constellations of llovember were already
forecast,

Zvery means vwas employed f or smashing the workers. Berlin
was put in a state of siege, mass arrests were carried through, and
the great shops were placed under military control. Thus the supreme
army command of Ludendorf-Hindenburg succeeded in crushing the workers
with the help of the SP, and they were enabled to mobilize all their
forces for the spring offensive. Their great success in Flanders ensued,

N
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like all imperialiét victories, upon the further crushing of the revo-
lutionary movement, '

But these successes, which were not extended to decisive
smashing of the western powers due to the lack of material, could not
either meke up for the shortage of provisions or fill the ranks of the
reserves, exhausted by the offensive, Soon several divisions had to
be disbanded because of lack of supplies, On the other hand, the Ame-
rican tropp contingents grew by leaps and bounds., In Austria there
were demands for a separate peace, The Czechs deserted en masse, Bul-
garia was defeated, etc,

: . The status of German imperialism had turned into a catas~
trophe.in a short time, In the person of Ludendorff, who had exer-
cised a ruthless dictatorshin since 1916, the army command recognized
defeat and the revolutionary danger linked up with it, That same man,
who had struggled against every demccratic reform with all his sharp+

" ness, and successfully, now recommended the immediate parliamentari-

gation of Germany, in order to break the spear-head of the revolution-
ary movement and to end the war with a compromise peace, from the . .
stand-point of German capital.

. The "Feople's govermment" under lax von Baden, with the part-
icipation of the SP, and the constitutional changes. &f October 26,
which transformed the semiw~absoclute Kaigserts regime into a parliament~
ary monarchy, came too late,

Developments had already r eached a high level, Despite
Scheidemarm the high s eas fleet rejected obedience a few days there-
after, occupied Kiel, united with the garrison there3 fraternized with
the workers, and helped set up workers! and soldiers' councils,

In order to stop this now rapidly spreading wave, which
spread in a straight developing line from the Liebknecht protest strike
through the mass movement end strikes of 1217, the Jermary striles of
1918, and to put an end to the successively develcping workars' org-

ans - Management Committees in 1917, VWorkers! Councils in Jgnuary 1918,
and finally the Workers! and Soldiers'! Councils of Novemker 1€18, in
order to halt this movement developning into open revolutiocw, the
bourgeoisie pronosed parliamentarization, Thus power dropned into
the lap of the impotent Reichstag. '

The democratic republic, whidh in reslity changed nothing .
from the conditions of October - only the Kaiser - only e puppel ~
was outlawed - was not the:result of a fight which the Reichstag had
carried on, but the fruit of the workers! struggles, which were spread-
ing furiously throughout the entire land,

The Workers! and Soldiers' Councils are the proletariat's
form of struggle and of domination. Their development under capita-
- lism means the development of dual power,
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To defeat this growing force of the proletariat, the bour-
geoisie needed an instrument of their own, the bourgeois republic, the
capitalist republic, This was the histric function of the F0vemher
republic,

The bourge0151e, as the small onbre581ng minority, were com-
pelled, and will be again in the coming revolution, to place the form
of oppression within the confines of their ovm objective UOSSib’lltleS,
to pacify the inclinations of the masses of the onnressed.

This signifies on the one hand that with the begimning of
the epoch of decay of canltallsm, monopoly-cepital, with the threaten
ing growth of the workers' movement, the bourgeoisie is comnélled, for
the maintenance of capitalism, to transform the democratic mode of rule
into the fascist - insofar as the proletariat does not prevent this by
its revolution; on the other hand, it makes clear the bourgeois method
of struggle, whlch consists of this: betraying the masses through
their compromised leaders in democracy, but when this no longer suc-
ceeds, crushing them in the bloody counter-revolution, But when the
defeated proletariat, overcoming its defeats, and again undertaking
the struggle, destroys f3501sm, they will again try to deceive the mas-
ses with democracy; by a seeming reversal of policy, by using big-
speaking social demacbgues they will once more prenare their counter-
offensive to stop the revolution. The stronger grows the class pDrese .
sure, so much the more will these methods be used; the "lef ftward"
movement of the regime will show itself in all shades and coalitions,

The road for the »roletariat is 2lso imdicated thereby. The

Marxists must point it out clearly., Bourgeois democracy is alvays a
form of capitalist domination over the working class, which must fight
against this "democratic" state apparatus for its own democratic rights.,
Although democracy offers a broader basis for the struggle, this can-
not be defended by defense of "democratic® institutions, but only by
the ensuing struggle for maintenance =nd extension of the demccratic
rights of the proletariat, or it can be wined out by the smashing of
workers!t rlghts by fasc1sm. If facscism triummhs, then it can onWy be
the intransigeant fight for workers'! rights - never the fight fcr de-
mocracy - which will defeat the bourgeoisie, while their "democratic!
form of the domination of capital only serves to rescue them.

Against all those "revolutionists! who place hone in the Rei-
chswehr, the church, Soclal-democracy, etc.,, the Marxists carry cn the
fight only for democratic workers'! rights and the proletarian revolus -
tion,

THE COMING GERMAN REVOLUTION

The pre-war and war-time literature of every political group
which 1is either directly or indirectly allied with the western powers,
speaks of the coming "anti-fascist" German revolution. The Entente
plays with the revolution in Germany just as German imperialism in
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turn threatens the colonial revolution against British imperialism,
But just as little as Hitler vants a social revolution in India,
just as little does England want a proletarian revolutionary Ger-
many. It is on the one hand the enormously developed contradic-
tions of imperialism and the postponing o6f the dread of the revolu-
tionary movement on the other, which allow these gentlemen to play
with fire, But, gentlemen, beware, lest the game become serious.
Then despite everything, the international solidarity of the im-
perialists must manifest itself against any proletarian-revolution=-
ary movement, .

Just as little as the imperislists themselves do their allies want
the victory of the proletarian revolution, For the sake of defeat-
ing these revolutions they will offer the capitalists the same ser-
vice they did.in the two dozen revolutions of the period between tlke
first and second imperialist world wars, These lackeys talk a great
deal about "freedom'", "justice'", etec., but they will never have the
courage to overcome their dread of the bourgeois state in order to
bring about the real liberation of mankind from the capitalist re-
gime of robbery and hunger, Since they are totally dependent on
capital, these tasks are not in their interests, ,

Only the proletariat can bring abcut the revolution for the libera=-
tion of mankind and its further development., Experience has taught
us, however, that for the achievement of thi8 great historic task,
there is necessary not only a revolutionary situation but also a
revolutionary varty to lead the working class in its victorious
revolution,

The latter can only be a party which has apvpropriated unto itself
all the scientific lessons of the social struggles of history
which has studied the experiences of the revolutionary struggles
of the past --- it can only be a revolutionary Marxian party, the
New Communist (IV) Internmational,

This international revolutionary Marxian party has its real incep-
tion in the form of the INTERNATIONAL CONTACT COMMISSION; despite
21l difficulties and dangers it must be built during the war by all

- revol utionists{ so that, in the vanguard of the masses it can
m

transform this
end the war,

perialist war into a civil war and successfully

The German revolutionists, those who in this imperialist war are

for revolutionary defeatism in Lenin's sense, must arrive at a clear
posit ion now on the character of the coming German revolution which
will arise from the defeat of the German government and its army.
The prerequisites of & néw Versailles and thus for a new November
are already in'existence, The German revolutionists must prevent

a new November}
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CZECHOSLOVAKIA AND POLAND

These are two factors which will undoubtedly play a significant role
in the German revolution, There is nothing progressive about the
nationalist movements in both of these occupied ¢apitalist countries,
These movements are the open tools of the Czech and P:lish capita~
lists, the imperialist allies of the western powers. To the same
degree that these movements seek today for the overthrow of Germany
they will tomorrow stab the German revolution in the back,

We stgﬁggle for the liberation of the oppressed nations, for their
righti;of self-determination even to the point of secession, But

the mptive for this struggle is the revolutionary unity of the prole-
tariat of Germany and of the oppressed nations, .So long as the
proletariat of these nations stands on the side of its capitalists,
it carries on a struggle on a capitalist basis, for the restoration
of "its own" capitalist states The revolutionists must say to the
nationally oppressed masses: ""Fraternize with the German workers

and th e proletarians in uniform, vho are oppressed just as you are,
and fight side by side for the proletarian revolutioni"

All those "revolutionists" who, after they helped bring about the
defeat of "their own" land, now again propagandize for national soli-
darity with "their own" capitalists, instead of class solidarity
with the "foreign" workers, are simply tools of an imperialist group,
as the war now clearly demonstrates,

German revolutionists, further the revolutionary struggle of the
nations oppressed by "your'" land by struggling for their right of
self determination even to the point of secession.

Revolutionists ofthe oppressed nations, fight agsinst the capitalist
nationalist movement for independence and fraternize with your Ger-
man cl ass brothers!

Only t hus can you serve the proletarian revolution.
AUSTRIA

In order to defeat German imperisli sm and, of course, to keep the
German revolution bound in chains, the most extreme plans for tie
division of Germany were discussed in London and Paris with Hohen-
zollern and Hapsburg, with Starhemburg and Strasser, with the SPD
and RS, So anxious was France and especially England to show tueir
soldiers how "just" and "democratic" this wexr is, that for this pur-
pose they have concealed their plans for partition, which wers so
open only a few months ago, and on the contrary talk only of their
"democratic" war aims, which are full of tendencies that can change
many times and still conceal within them the dsimemberment of Ger-

many.,

o
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Although the w~etern powers were fully cognizant of the cccunation
of Avstria, in the next period we can expect, as Lebrun informed
Austria, Austria's appesrance ac a sister of Czechoslovakiz »nd Po=-
land, as an ally of the western powers, OFf course this implies an
Austrian govermment in Paris snd an Austrian Legion for the libera-
tion" of Austria...

Who would take part in such a government? - monarchists, patriots,
the Heimwehr., Apparently the RS, vhich fought sharply ageinst the
movement for self-determination led by the Stalinists (until the
German-Russian m ct), also intends to take part. In Mo, 22 of the
"Social ist Strugple™ appears the following: "Our next task is the
defeat of Hitler, the reattaimment of free self-determination for the
Austrian people, which shall decicde for itself, and freely, the fate
of its future state 2nd its form of govermment.," This revision is a
perfect example of the desertion of princinle concealed in revolu-

tionary phrases, and cf their complete support of French imperialism.

The latter supports Austria's independence and hence the RS comes
out for it, : e

The Austrians are not a nation. There is no reascen vhy the German
revolutionists should come out for this movement & self-determination
w hich compnletely supports the interests of the Austirian re=action and.
western imperialism, ‘ o

But Austria can play another, a revolutionery role. ‘thile in Germany
the labor movement did not 1lift a finger sgainst the capitulation
‘of 1933 and the destruction of the workers! organizations, in
Anstria, where the workers were waiting with arms in hand, there de-
veloped in 1936, when the foreign relstions of Austria were favorable
- a gradual and then ever more rapid revolutionary~democretic upsurge,
which started in the factories #nd assumed a stormy form in the larch
days of 1938 - mass demonstrations, strikes, the formation of coun-
cils. Had the ammexation taken nlace a few days later, then the
armed working class would have smashed Schuschnigg and received
Hitler quite differently.

In the sod al demagogy of the NMazis, in which part of the masses
thought socialism appeared, the revolutionsry upsurge is still re-
flected., Appearently staggered a2nd smashed by the reactionary dictaw
torship, the Austrian workers still stend today, traineé in the il-
legal struggle under Schuschnigg, as the most conscious and revolu-
tionar y, the vanguard of the German working class.,

It is the task of the Austrian revolutionists to unite with the Ger-
man revolutionists against autonomy, and at the head of their prole-
tariat to assume their posts in the Cerman revolution.,
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DZSTRUCTION OF FASCIS! BY DUAL POZER

In the present constellation of imperialist powers, America is the
big winner in this war. The main loser cannot be economiccally
crippled Germany but rich Zngland., Regardless of its outcome, the
war will hasten the destruction of the British empire. Hitler
counts on this, while ZEnglish imperialism straing every nerve to end
the war with a revolution in Germany, which will overthrow the

Nagis and prevent the real revolution, which would be so fatal to
the British empire.

English imperialism and the capitalist-liberal opnosition of the
cathol ics, ete., in Cermany and in emigration, understand 211 this
quite well, But this is the same as trying to jump into the water
without getting wet. These gentlemen would be ever so heppy if only
they could bring about such a transformstion in the government with-
out setting the popular masses in motion. These people see their
dillema quite clearly. They are trying to get around this oroblem
by corrupting all the mass leaders even before the danger ariges.

These efforts find the "leaders" of the 'workers' parties' quite
favorably disposed. Among the latter we find 0ld and new lackeys,
conscious and objective tools., The wer itself has contributed
complete clarity to the revolutionists on this.

The appeals of the SPD were brought to Germany by Znglish bombers.,
The "truth" was imparted to the German proletariat by these labor”
leaders by the radio facilities of these imperislists. The great
bulk of the SAP emigrants have participated with uenzenberg in the
organization of the German-French union for the new Versailles, and
the "Austrian socialists" (RS) will surely be found sitting in the
Austrian govermment! in Peris, or at least broadcasting "Sdcialist
propaganda' on the "Austrian transmitter,'"' The Stalinistes today

do not appear in this camp, only because they have been corrupted
to support the other imperialist side. All these speak of the German
weople's revolution," the 'anti-fascist revolution” in conjunction
with a ‘new Zuropean orderi etec, ("United States of Zurope,™ ‘free
Europe," etc.)

They are for the reconstruction of the democratic renublic, even
though they give it various new names. They are preparing openly or
under cover, but for the most part consciously, for the new Iovember
-~ right now, before its outbreak, they sre prepared for the throt-
tling of the revolution. These people are, along with the militar-
ists, the catholics, and the monarchists, arch enemies of the prole-
tarian revolution and the soviet systm .

-With the advance of the revolution they will become separated from
the "lefte, the group which will then manage state power for the
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bourgeoisie for the preservation of their booty in a manner more in
accord with the desires of the masses, Revolutionists do not igmnore
the differences within the ruling classes. They are with the ”iefts"
against the "rightists" and with the majority of the nroletariat led
by the indenendent revolutionary larxian organization, against both,
The "lefts" ally themselves with the revolution according to their :

- fundamental capitalist interests in order to keep it going on an -
orderly road" - i,e,, to thtottle it., The revolutionists fight against
the open counter-revolution together with the lefts, but they keep the
leigership and the masses in their ovm hands for the destruction of

b o} . ’ - ) '

, . The process of the proletarian revolution c¢an lead only to
the victory of the proletariat or to its defeat - to the vietory of
fascism, Today under immerialism the slogan of bourgeois democracy

to the already imminent proletarian revolution (for the sake of ''pree
serving its gains") is: first against fascism and then against bour=-
geois democracy; but this prenares the road not for the revolution
but for fascism, as the larxists predicted and as Spain has demonstra-
ted, s

. The political and organizational independence of the-
revolutionary Marxian organization from ALL organizations and noliti-
cal tendencies within and outside the working class is a precondi-
tion for the tactic of "March senarately and strike together."® And

this is a precondition for the victory of the proletariat,

Whatever form the removal of fascism may take in its ine-
ceptiony its achievement cannot be won without power - even the experw
ience in removal of military dictatorship shows that the masses must.
be set in motion, political parties will again make an appearance,
the workers and soldiers will establish their organs of struggle, the
Red Guard and the Councils, in the first class action and the first
storms, and thus the »roletarian revolution will have begun.

The terrified bourgeoisie will set up the "democratic” form
of their capitalist dictatorship against the revolution that threatens
them against the growing apparatus of nower, the councils - with the
aid of the reformists they will set up the bourgeois renublic, Their
agents in the ranks of the working class will fight ageinst the coun~
cils from within, they will try to unite the councils with the bour-~

geois stale apvaratus, the bourgecis parliament, thus taking awey -
their decisive characteristic of anti-capitalist state power and
ultimately destroying their meaning. . Under no circumstances will
this prevent them from '"recognizing'" the councils,

This period of the revolution experiences two powers: one the pover
of the groping, not yet ready proletarian domination, and the other
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the no longer ready capitalist domination, seeking only to maintain
itself, This period of the revolution is that of DUAL PO/ER, ZXZven
the very first steps of the revolution will already exhibit dual po-
wer in its embryonic form,

THE "ANTI-FASCIST'" REVOLUTION AND THE CENTRISTS

The "anti-fascist" revolution, the "revolution" of the reformists,
catholics, ete,, which places bourgeois democracy in power against
fascism, 1s the throttling of the proletarian revolution, the
smashing of the Soviets, and the revolutionary party, and ultimately
the point of inception for the resssumption of power by fascism,

Fascism cannot be defeated by democracy, but only by the ocverthrow
of capitalism, When a revolution for the overthrow of fascism
takes place, that cannot beé the "anti-fascist" revolution, but only
the proletarian revolution, Hence, aside from the proletarian revo=-
lution, t here is no genuine revolution for the smashing of fascism,
i.,e,y, anti~-fascist revolution,

Many centrists reject the solution of "anti~fascist revolution",
But ALL the centrists make it clear: if they revise the theory of
permanent revolution or if they fail to accept it, that bourgeois
democracy 1is a necessary stepping stone from fascism to the dicta-
torship of the proletariat, and that they must help it to power re-
gardless of everything,

This concept is clearly expressed: "In @ermany the working class has
been set back by the victory of fascism to so great an extent that
it is impossible for them to organize a direct struggle for the over-
throw of the fascist dictatorship and capitalist society. Under the
pressure of the fascist dictatorship the striving of the proletariat
must be directed toward once more gaining the elementary prerequis-
ites they once had, so that they may once more become aware of their
political strength," Making it even clearer to the working cliass
that they are today not prepared for a direct struggle agsinsi tie
fascist dictatorship, they speak further of the '"various bourgeois
and petty~-bourgeois groups and organizations" saying that they are
"centers of active resistance to the fascist dictatorship,

From this "recognition" quite clearly flows the fact, and the motive
for it, of their having turned their backs on the powerful centers
of the working class, the shops? toward the petty bourgeoisie, and
in the long run, to support of "all classes in the strata of popula=-
tion", to "arousing and strengthening their political opposition®
for the sake of "once more gaining the elementary prerequisites they
once had (this refers to the working class) so that they may once
more become aware of their political strength", (All quotations

are from the Theses of the IKD "On Our Politiecal Work in Germany",
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which appeared in Unser Wort, Janﬁary, 1538, )

There is another conception which leads to similar conclusions, This
is the failure to distinguish between democracy as a form of bour~
geois domination and the democratic rights of the working class,
which the latter must wrest from the capnitalist state in all its
forms, even the most democrati¢, by means of the class struggle.

Both ideas offer us the petty-bourgeoisie as a class that can dee
stroy fascism more or less by its own forces, The latter concept
offers the petty-bourgeoisie as in a mosition to build its parties
independent of the bourgeoisie and the proletariat --- and to fight
for the democratic rights,

Both are in vord and in deed for the liquidation of fascism by means
of bourgeois democracy, One talks of "transitional workers! and
peasants' regime" and the other of the necessary support of the
fgovernment by the petty-bourgeois parties" in order to "expose -
them's but tomorrow both of them will fight against dusl power vhich
can alone do away vith fascism,

Against all of these the revolutionary Marxists say clearly:

Under imperialism there is only ONE revolution throughout the entire
world: the proletarian revolution, for which we struggle., Not the
bourgecisie and hot the netty-bourgeoisgie, in any of their forms of
political manifestation, but only the proietariat will destroy the
fascist dictatorship by the struggle for its democratic rights, by
beginning the proletarian revolution, Not by the degradation of the
power in the service of the irresolute petty-bourgeoisie and its
leadership, which dgpends on capitalism, but by its poweriul inde-
pendent class politics will the proletariat build its organs of
struggle and power --~ the red guard and the councils --~ against
capital and for the destruction of fascism,

In this transition period of &ual power the reformists and centrists
of various forms support the domination of the "left! bourgeoisie,

The ultra-lefts, who today are not for workers rights,.so that they
drive the masses into the hands of the reformists and centrists,
state that after the overthrow of fascism the reformists will no
longer constitute.a danger, At the time of dual power the ultra-
lefts will reject revolutionary leadership of the masses for the
conguest of power and will support a »olicy of putschism,

During the period of dual gower the organization of the revolution-
ary Marxists fights for the broadening of the soviet power, for

revolutionary mass action, sgainst subordination of. ithe soviets to
the bourgeois domination, It is these actions, and not the suvport

e
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of the reformists, which compel the bourgeoisie, finally, to admit
the reformists into their regime, Their exposure and the resultant
wimning of the majority imn the soviets by sharp revolutionary class
political action opens up the road for the armed insurrection for
seizure of all domination by the proletariat,

F ok Hokck kokk% ckokkkE kkkk Hkk Hk 3k

The fate of the German revolution and the Soviet Union are closely
related, Just as the victorious October Revolution gave the impul-
sion to the German revolution, so the false policy of Stalin and
Bukharin led to failure to take advantage of the revolutionary situa=-
tion in 1923, the whole ultra-~left policy of the rotten Stalinist
burocracy brought Hitler to power, the "democratic period" of the
peoples' front prevented new revolutionsry uprisings by throttling
the western European revolutionj thus the German-~Russian pact, which
gave the last shove to the outbreak of the second imperialist world
war, hits the German proletariat with double force: its helps Hitler
with material and political aid in the maintenance of his fascist
dictatorship and the sharper oppression of the nroletariat, and it
helps him drive them onto the imperialist battlefields.,

The resultant of the Stalinist nolicy is two~edged, In the same
degree that the spreading of the October revolution is prevented by
this policyz there develops in the land of October the reaction ~--
the workers' state is poisoned, and the path is made easy for the cap=
italist counter-revolution, o ,

The outoome of the developing decisive conflict in the 5.U, between
the proletariat fighting for te maintenance and strengthening of the
Workers State, and the capitalist counter-revolution, will be of the
greatest significance for the German and internatienal proletariat,
The policy of the ultra~lefts wekanes and undermines the task of de-
fending the USSR, which is of greatest moment today; it thus gives aid
to the pol icy of the reformists and to the victory of the counter-
revolution, If Stalinism succeeds in maintaining itself in power until
the outbreak of the German revolution (today it maintains fascism in
power by material and political aid), then after Hitler's overthrow it
will stand together with social~democracy in the effort to throtitle
the revolution, just as in Spain - for the victory of the German wor-
kers will offer the Russian workers the ovonortunity of overthrowing
them, -

From the victory of the counter-revolution would develop a new imper-

ialist state which would enormously intensify the immerizlist antag-
onisms and change the constellations for the carrying through of the
imperialist war., In the Boviet Union lies the key to further develop-
ment, While a speedy victory for the counter-revolution would lead to
strengthen ing of the German-Russian bloc and thus to the postpon;ng
of the Cerman revolution, a lengthy civil var may lead to the beginn-
ing of the German revolution and ultimately also to the victory of the
Russian workers, AGATI'ST A NI NOVZLMBZIR! FOR A GERIIAN OCTOBERG
Revolutionary Communisi Germany
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